a speech, containing the advice which he wished to be given to the House of Commons on this occasion, and which might have been spoken in the debate on the 1st of March, 1623-24.
NOTES OF A SPEECH CONCERNING A WAB WITH SPAIN.
That ye conceive there will be little difference in opinion, but that all will advise the King not. to entertain further a treaty wherein he hath been so manifestly and so long deluded.
That the difficulty, therefore, will be in the consequences thereof. For to the breach of treaty doth necessarily succeed a despair of recovering the Palatinate by treaty ; and so the business falleth upon a war. And to that you will apply your speech as being the point of importance and besides most agreeable to your profession and place.
To a war (such as may promise success) there are three things required : a just Quarrel, sufficient Forces and Provisions, and a prudent and politic choice of the Designs and Actions whereby the war shall be managed. For the Quarrel. There cannot be a more just quarrel by the laws both of nature and nations than for the recovery of the ancient patrimony of the King's children gotten from them by an usurping sword and an insidious treaty.
But further, that the war well considered is not for the Palatinate only but for England and Scotland. For if we stay till the Low-Countrymen be ruined and the party of the papists within the realm be grown too strong, England, Scotland, and Ireland are at the stake.
Neither doth it concern the State only but our Church. Other kings papists content themselves to maintain their religion in their own dominions. But the kings of Spain run a course to make themselves protectors of the popish religion even amongst the subjects of other kings.
